
The Corporation of the City of Brampton
 
-Mm^
 

Susan Fennell BRAMPTON CITY COUNCIL 
Mayor DATE:_^tnuarcf 21.77)|0 

Date:	 Friday January 22, 2010 

Subject:	 FCM Big City Mayors Caucus (BCMC) & 
Federal Pre-Budget Consultations 

OVERVIEW: 

Mayor Susan Fennell participated in the FCM Big City Mayor's Caucus 
meetings in Ottawa on January 20 - 21, 2010. 
The purpose of the BCMC meetings was to call upon the Federal 
government to continue to work in partnership with municipalities to 
provide long term sustainable investment in municipal infrastructure 
leading into the Federal Budget announcement scheduled after the 
opening of Parliament on March 3, 2010. 
In addition, the BCMC resolved 3 motions to provide support to the 
victims of the Haiti earthquake, the Infrastructure Leadership Summit 
planned in Regina 2010/2011 and the proposed FCM Climate Change work 
plan. 

Recommendations: 

1.	 That the report from Mayor Susan Fennell, dated Friday January 22, 2010 re: 
FCM Big City Mayors Caucus (BCMC) & Federal Pre-Budget Consultations 
be	 received. 

Introduction: 

Mayor Fennell represents the City of Brampton as one of the 22 large city members 
of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Big City Mayors Caucus 
(BCMC). The purpose of this meeting was to advocate to the Federal Government 
to include municipal priorities into its Budget, tentatively set to be announced after 
the opening of Parliament on March 3rd. Although the Mayors met to discuss the 
municipal business, their meeting and media conference in Ottawa provided the 
opportunity for them to speak on the Haiti crisis - an event that superseded any 
business. 
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Background: 
In January, 2009 BCMC advocated for continued Federal investment in critical 
infrastructure for municipalities. The Federal Government's 2009 Budget included 
a stimulus plan to boost the economy through new investment in municipal 
infrastructure. 

Under this Economic Action Plan, Brampton received: 
o	 $31.5 million in provincial and federal funding through the 

Infrastructure Stimulus Fund (ISF) for the Mount Pleasant Mobility 
Hub and the Revitalization of Chinguacousy Park , with $15.7 
million funded by the City of Brampton and; 

o	 $9.36 million through the RINC/REC fund for 9 recreation facility 
projects with $4.67 million funded by the Cityof Brampton. 

Current Situation: 

Through the Economic Action Plan, municipalities like Brampton have partnered 
with the Federal and Provincial governments to boost the economy though 
infrastructure investment. Brampton's projects are on track to be completed by 
the March 31st 2011 deadline and are contributing to national economic recovery 
through job creation and infrastructure revitalization. 

FCM convened a meeting of the BCMC on January 20-21 in Ottawa to call upon 
all parties in the House of Commons to continue to work in partnership with 
municipalities to provide long term sustainable investment in municipal 
infrastructure for economic prosperity. The BCMC meetings included strategy 
sessions, meetings with Official Party Leaders of the Opposition and a media 
event. 

BCMC Meeting Highlights: 

FCM Opinion Poll: 
On January 20th, to kick off the 2-day BCMC meetings, FCM released the results 
of a survey on Canadians views of the federal budget deficit, taxes and federal 
spending priorities. The results indicated that the public believes that 
infrastructure is among the most important areas to protect from federal spending 
cuts. The results of the survey were used to frame the BCMC strategy 
discussions to advocate to the Federal Government for continued investment in 

public infrastructure. A copy of the FCM media release is attached as Appendix 
1. 

Meeting with Leader of the Official Opposition & Party Critic 
The BCMC met with Michael Ignatieff, Leader of the Liberal Party and Gerard 
Kennedy to discuss the status of the Economic Action Plan and the municipal 
priority to continue to invest in public infrastructure to keep cities economically 
competitive. The Leader indicated the party's willingness to work with 
municipalities to provide economic stimulus through infrastructure spending. 
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Meeting with Leader of the New Democratic Party 
The BCMC met with Jack Layton, Party Leader to discuss the BCMC's advocacy 
efforts for infrastructure investment. The Leader shared his party's 
understanding of the importance of the strength of cites to the national economy. 

BCMC Meeting 
Pursuant to conducting the regular business of the BCMC, the Mayors discussed 
the relief efforts of Canadian municipalities to the earthquake victims in Haiti. A 
motion of support for Haiti was resolved and is attached as Appendix 2. 

To facilitate the BCMC advocacy discussions in a post recession environment, 
the FCM CEO provided a verbal update on the current political and fiscal 
environment in Ottawa. A presentation from Scott Clark, former Deputy Minister 
of Finance and Peter DeVries, former Director of Fiscal Policy, Department of 
Finance on the challenges and options for balancing the Federal Budget was 
also provided. 

Mayor Pat Fiacco, Regina, introduced the conference objectives for the 
Infrastructure Leadership Summit to be held in Regina, 2010/ 2011. The BCMC 
resolved to support this initiative and the motion is attached. 

Mayors' Miller, Toronto and Bronconnier, Calgary presented FCM's report, Act 
Locally, regarding FCM's Climate Change agenda and proposed work plan to 
build toward the FCM Annual Conference. The BCMC motion to support this 
agenda is attached. 

BCMC Media Conference 

Proceeding the media event of the BCMC business, the Mayors issued a 
statement on the on their support for and solidarity with the Haiti earthquake 
victims. 

The BCMC held a press conference to call upon the federal government for 
continued partnership in infrastructure investment for national economic 

>erity. A copy of the BCMC press release is attached as Appendix 4. 

fa~eM 
>usan Fennell 

Mayor 
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Appendix 

NEW FCM SURVEY SHOWS CANADIANS WANT FEDERAL INFRASTRUCTURE
 
FUNDING PROTECTED AS GOVERNMENT REDUCES DEFICIT
 

OTTAWA, January 20, 2010 - A new national survey released today in Ottawa by the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) shows Canadians want the Government of 
Canada to protect investments in their local infrastructure as it eliminates its budget 
deficit. 

"Ninety-six per cent of Canadians want the government to maintain or increase its 
funding for local infrastructure and they're ready to invest more of their tax dollars to 
make sure it happens," said FCM President Basil Stewart, the mayor of Summerside, 
P.E.I., today in Ottawa during the release of the survey. "Canadians have a clear 
message for the government: do not balance your books by cutting badly-needed 
investments in our community infrastructure." 

The survey shows that an overwhelming number of Canadians believe that local 
infrastructure is among the most important areas to protect from federal spending cuts, 
second only to health care. 

The opinion poll, the first comprehensive survey of Canadians' views on post-recession 
spending priorities, was conducted for FCM by the Strategic Counsel, which surveyed 
more than 2,000 Canadians in early January. Entitled, Cities, Communities, and the 
Federal Budget Deficit, the opinion poll examines Canadians' views on the deficit, 
taxes, and federal spending priorities. 

The poll shows that 32 per cent of Canadians would support raising the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) to pay down the federal deficit, but up to 70 per cent would support 
an increase dedicated to local infrastructure repairs and upgrades. Survey results reveal 
that Canadians believe the country is falling behind on infrastructure investments and 
that this is a threat to their future prosperity. 

"Seventy-one percent of Canadians expect the government to take at least a decade to 
get out of deficit, and they don't want it delaying infrastructure repairs to get there," said 
Tim Woolstencroft of The Strategic Counsel. "Stimulus spending will come to an end, 
but Canadians want the federal government to protect its long-term investments in 
community infrastructure." 
The results are based on a national survey of 2,168 Canadians aged 18 years and 
older, with a margin of error of 2.11 per cent, 19 times out of 20. Results are based on 
interviews conducted during the first week of January 2010. 

For more information: Maurice Gingues at 613-907-6395 or mgingues@fcm.ca. 

mailto:mgingues@fcm.ca


Hi-5 

Declaration of support for efforts to reconstruct Haitian cities 
presented by the Big City Mayors' Caucus 

Whereas the violent earthquake that struck Haiti on January 12, 2010, caused 
terrible damage and resulted in a great number of deaths; 

Whereas the people of Haiti, the City of Port-au-Prince and surrounding areas are 
caught in an extremely precarious situation; 

Whereas the country has been plagued with economic difficulties and various 
hardships over the past few years; 

Whereas Canadians have strongly expressed their solidarity with the Haitian people, 
especially the City of Montreal's Haitian community, one of the largest groups of the 
Haitian diaspora in the world; 

Whereas much work has been done over the years in Haiti by non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) and associations of Canadian cities; 

Whereas Haiti is recognized by Canada as a priority cooperation zone; 

Whereas both Canada and Haiti are members of the Organisation internationale de 
la Francophonie (OIF) and the Organization of American States (OAS); 

Whereas interest has been expressed by various international municipal networks to 
cooperate with Canadian cities for the reconstruction of Haiti; 

Whereas Canadian municipalities have adopted various resolutions expressing 
solidarity with Haitian communities; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), in 
conjunction with the City of Montreal and other Canadian cities, together with the 
provincial-municipal associations, play a leadership role in coordinating particularly 
the assistance of big Canadian cities to Haiti; 

BE IT RESOLVED that Canada's big cities be invited to contribute expertise and 
create a bank of experts in various fields, and that any municipal financial assistance 
received be dedicated to an FCM-managed fund to support the rebuilding of Haiti in 
cooperation with the federal government. 

BE IT RESOLVED that FCM, in conjunction with interested Canadian cities and 
municipal provincial-territorial associations, coordinate the management of this fund 
as well as the bank of experts, while complying with any bilateral agreements 
between Canadian and Haitian cities; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the mayor of Montreal inform the ministers of Foreign Affairs 
at an upcoming international meeting in Montreal of the intent expressed by 
Canadian cities to contribute to the reconstruction of Haitian cities; and 

BE IT RESOLVED that FCM transmit this message to the Government of Canada. 

Big City Mayors' Caucus, January 21, 2010 
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MONTION BCMC 2010-03 

On a motion by Mayor Fiacco, seconded by Mayor Fennell, it was proposed that the Big 
City Mayors' Caucus endorse in principle the idea for the Infrastructure Leadership 
Summit to be held in the first quarter of 2011: 
- to submit a discussion paper by the 2010 FCM Annual Conference complete with a 

needs assessment;
 

- to describe challenges and opportunities for dealing with capital costs;
 
- to provide options for funding of infrastructure.
 

Adopted 

MOTION BCMC 2010-04 

On a motion by Mayor Miller, seconded by Mayor Fennell, it was proposed that the Big 
City Mayors' Caucus endorse in principle to: 
- call on the federal government to develop a national climate change strategy that 

supports current and potential efforts to address sustainable energy generation in 
partnerships with municipalities, emissions from buildings and transportation and 
adaptation, measures, including supporting the green economy; 

- create a working group to address these issues. 

Adopted 
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Appendix 4 

Federal Partnership with Cities Must Continue, say Canada's Big City Mayors 

OTTAWA, January 21, 2010 - As it winds down its stimulus program and sets out to 
eliminate the budget deficit, the federal government must continue working with cities to 
improve ageing infrastructure and strengthen Canada for the future. 

That was the message from the mayors of Canada's 22 largest cities following their 
meeting today in Ottawa. 
'The stimulus program brought governments together to fight the recession and put 
Canadians back to work," said Carl Zehr, chair of the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities' (FCM) Big City Mayors' Caucus. 'Together with the federal, provincial, 
and territorial governments, we're co-funding infrastructure projects that will create 
more than half the 220,000 jobs promised in the Economic Action Plan." 

'That's helping cities build and repair the roads, bridges, public transit and water 
systems that are the backbone of our economy and quality of life," said Regina Mayor 
Pat Fiacco. "Now we need to bring all partners together at a national infrastructure 
summit to turn those investments into a down payment on our long-term infrastructure 
needs." 

The mayors emphasized the importance of protecting longer-term investments in cities. 
They pointed to a new FCM public opinion survey that shows 69 per cent of 
Canadians believe local infrastructure investments are among the most important areas 
to protect from federal budget cuts, second only to healthcare. 

The mayors also stressed the importance of continued partnership to meet the 
challenges of the 21st century. "We can jumpstart a national climate change strategy 
and create new green jobs - with cost-effective projects in our own backyards," said 
Toronto mayor David Miller. "We can make our economy more productive by investing 
in public transit and reducing traffic gridlock. We can make Canada greener and more 
prosperous, but we have to continue working together." 

The mayors called on all parties in the House of Commons to sustain important, core 
federal funding for cities, including the permanent Gas Tax Fund, the 100 per cent GST 
refund, and affordable housing programs. 

For more information, contact Maurice Gingues, 613-907-6395 or mgingues@fcm.ca 

mailto:mgingues@fcm.ca



